
View this email in your browser

Bulletin
May 2026                                Federation of North Carolina Historical Societies             

 Volume 46, no. 4

Federation News

Federation Virtual Spring Program
May 12, 2 p.m. Join us for a virtual panel to discuss engaging K-12 classes. This
session for Federation members by Federation members will share America 250
NC resources that have proven successful with K-12 students. Cindy Hedrick
Day of the Caldwell Heritage Museum and Megan Sullivan of the Stanly County
Museum have been actively visiting classrooms and welcoming students to their
sites to boost the commemoration. In addition to their experiences, Federation
staff will discuss the new DocsBox resources from the State Archives. [Above,
Danielle Shirilla taught 4th graders at Sandhills Elementary earlier this spring
using materials from the State Constitution DocsBox.]  It's not too late to enrich
America 250 education in your own communities and plan fall programs with
teachers time for the state's 250th! Register for K-12-Ready Resources for
History Organizations now!
 

High School Teacher of the Year Award
Part of the Federation's mission is to promote history
education statewide, and our organization's sponsorship
of North Carolina History Day (NHD) helps us meet that
goal. One aspect of that sponsorship is funding the high
school Teacher of the Year Award. The 2026 winner is
Wesley Young of Camden County High School. Young has been an active NHD
educator in the northeastern region for more than five years and previously
supported NHD programs in other states. He has led student projects including
oral history and video eulogy through NHD’s Silent Heroes program, and he
serves as a county coordinator for the N.C. Council on the Holocaust, as well as
on the board of the N.C. Council for the Social Studies. His past professional
experience working on Capitol Hill enables him to bring real-world
governmental insight to the classroom. Congratulations to Mr. Young!
 

Federation Field Trips
In April Federation coordinators
visited two member organizations--
Cape Fear Museum and Rowan
County Public Library--as they
hosted the State Archives' One Day
Wonder exhibits of the 1776 State
Constitution and related documents.
Adrienne Berney (standing second
from left) also volunteered for
Preservation NC's tour of the Isabella
Bowen Henderson House and Garden.
 
 
Welcome New Member

Cherokee County Historical Museum: The museum recently unveiled a
renovation showcasing its collection strengths of Native American and pioneer
artifacts, as well as gems and minerals.

Do you know of a local history project worthy of recognition? The Newsome
Award now has a rolling deadline and members can nominate their own
deserving projects, as well as others in their communities.

Member News

April 11 tour, courtesy of Chatham County Historical Association

Outer Banks Conservationists, which manages the Currituck
Lighthouse, has launched “Light the Way” to commemorate America
250. The Lighthouse Challenge encourages participants to visit 10 historic
lighthouse sites across the state during 2026, capturing their journey
through photographs and connecting with the rich maritime heritage that
helped shape America.
Gaston County Museum celebrates reaccreditation from the American
Alliance of Museums for another 10-year period. First accredited in 1990,
the Museum remains one of only 28 in North Carolina and 1,100 nationwide
to hold this distinction.
Old Salem Museums & Gardens is a 2026 recipient of a Preserving America
Grant. $15,000 will help preserve the Single Brothers' House.
Chapel Hill Historical Society and the Historic Turner House will be
hosting the Traveling Archivist Program Intern this summer and benefiting
from his work to improve collections storage and documentation.
Chatham County Historical Association held its first of three walking
tours through downtown Pittsboro on April 11. The tour focused on the arts
and how they have shaped downtown’s cultural life over time. May’s tour
will explore ways local people have made their livings, and transportation
will be the June topic.
High Point Museum hosted the America 250 Guilford County Time
Capsule Dedication on April 18. Community members and additional
stakeholders turned out to see the items collected so far and to create
their own artifacts for the time capsule, which will be held in the museum’s
collection storage and opened 50 years from now—the 2076 Tricentennial.
Items from the Guilford County community will be accepted through the
end of 2026 to fill as many as three archival boxes. Collections staff Marian
Inabinett and Corinne Midgett have previously advised Bulletin readers
about opening and creating time capsules. Read their tips in this December
2020 article.

Items included in the time capsule: publications, local government resolutions, socks, and

coins. Courtesy, High Point Museum

Submit your organization's news to Danielle Shirilla to be featured in the
Bulletin!

Member Events:

May 6, 7-8 p.m. N.C. Genealogical Society, Records of the Freedmen’s
Bureau: A Universal Resource for North Carolina Researchers. Free
webinar.
May 7, 11 a.m.-noon. Asheville Museum of History, Berry Site Tour: Fort
Juan & the Village of Joara with the Exploring Joara Foundation. Tickets:
$25 members; $35 nonmembers.
May 7, 6 p.m. Kings Mountain Historical Museum, award-winning author
Lane Harrison Dyer will discuss his book, The Tory Oak: Colonel Benjamin
Cleveland and the American Revolution. Free.
May 11, 6 p.m. Lewisville Historical Society, membership meeting at the
Mary Alice Warren Community Center.  Marcia Phillips, of the Davie
County Historical & Genealogical Society, will discuss her new book, The
Regulator Movement in North Carolina, Prelude to the Revolution. For more
information, call 336-766-5842.
May 12, 6:30-8 p.m. Mecklenburg Historical Society, Charles Cornwallis,
Kings Mountain, & the Hornet’s Nest. Free.
May 16, 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Preservation NC, Franklin County Ramble.
Tickets: $25.
May 17, 2-4 p.m. Garner History Museum, Red Hot Caboose Tea. Tickets:
$55 members; $65 nonmembers.
May 25, 4 p.m. Erwin Historical Society, Memorial Day Bell Ceremony at
Erwin Memorial Park (cemetery). Free. 
June 6, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Lincoln Historical Association, Bread and
Cheesemaking at the Hearth. Tickets: $70.
June 6, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Preservation NC, Hillsborough Ramble. Tickets: $25.
June 7, noon-1:30 p.m., Chatham County Historical Association,
Downtown Pittsborough Walking Tour. Tickets: $5 members; $10
nonmembers.
June 16, 6 p.m. Gaston County Museum, American Traditions: Basketry
workshop. Tickets: 75.
June 27, 7-11 p.m. Lincoln and Catawba County Historical Associations will
host the Liberty Ball at the Crowe Mansion. Tickets: $125.
August 7, 1-4 p.m. & August 8, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Waldensian Heritage
Museum will open a new museum space with a ribbon cutting and open
house on the 7th in time for the Waldensian Festival the next day. For more
information, call 828-874-1111.

DNCR News

Back of a souvenir postcard packet, c.1910s - 1940s, miscellaneous postcard collection,
PhC.120, State Archives of NC.

America 250 NC: Buncombe 250's Beyond the Liberty Tree project is
accepting submissions until September 30.
Statewide cleanup: America 250 NC has partnered with the DNCR Green
Team and the North Carolina Aquariums to coordinate “North Carolina the
Beautiful,” a statewide cleanup initiative throughout 2026. Education and
stewardship of our state’s natural resources are core to DNCR's mission -
please join us in protecting the places we love for another 250 years and
beyond. Register your cleanup event on this calendar and check out
this guide to hosting a clean up. Contact anne-
elisabeth.baker@dncr.nc.gov with questions. 
The State Archives has newly digitized collections! Explore these 18th-
century estate records, which may offer materials for your county's
history!
A Chronology of the American Revolution in North Carolina by Michael
Coffey is now available. The journal-entry format, organized by date,
outlines the important events of the American Revolution, with a particular
focus on North Carolina. It includes other major national and international
events to provide context for actions in the state, with helpful summaries
introducing each section.

DNCR Events:

May 6, noon-1 p.m. Museum of the Albemarle, History for Lunch: Quilt of
our Forefathers. Free.
May 7, 7-8 p.m., State Archives and Library of N.C., Science Trivia at the
N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences. The exploration of science history,
geography, and culture will feature Archives and Library collections. Free.
May 9, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Library of N.C. and the State Archives, Community
Scanning Day. Bring family photographs, letters, and historical documents
to be digitized for free with staff assistance. All participants will receive a
USB drive with the created digital files. Free: registration required.
May 9, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Historic Halifax, The Road to Yorktown: Living
History Day. Free. 
May 10, 1-2 p.m. Lake Norman State Park, What's so Cool about Eagles
Anyway? Free.
May 16, 9 a.m. James K. Polk Historic Site, Biking Through History and
Nature. Free.
May 16, 10:30 a.m. Tryon Palace, Apothecary Workshop. Tickets: $35.
May 16, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Alamance Battleground State Historic Site, Battle of
Alamance Reenactment: 255th Anniversary Commemoration. Tickets: $5
adults; $2 children.
May 16, 3:45-4:45 p.m. Tryon Palace, Discover Tryon Palace: Outlander.
Tickets: $21.35.
May 14, 7 p.m. NC Transportation Museum, History of the Nissen Wagon
Works. Free with registration. 
May 20, noon-1 p.m. Museum of the Albemarle, History for
Lunch: Quakers and the Enslaved in North Carolina. Free. 
May 21, 3:30-4:30 p.m. Tryon Palace, Caswell's Capital Tour. Tickets: $20
adult; $15 youth.
May 25, 10 a.m. Battleship North Carolina, Memorial Day Observance
Ceremony. Free.
May 30, 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Tryon Palace, United States Colored Troops (USCT)
Commemorative Anniversary. Free.
June 11, noon-1 p.m. State Archives, Telling Our Story: Free Women of
Color in Revolutionary N.C. A panel of cultural heritage researchers and
descendants will discuss founding mothers of the Revolutionary Era and
explore how a matriarch would have navigated land ownership, practiced
sophisticated healing methods, and maintained family continuity across
the Virginia border through the present day. Free.

Free Webinars

May 5, 3-4:30 p.m. Gilcrease Museum, Indigenous Collections Care
Speaker Series: Use and Access of Collections. This roundtable discussion
will explore the complicated relationships between museums, researchers,
and Indigenous communities. Experts in the field will share perspectives,
success stories, and lessons learned. 
May 13, 1-2 p.m. FAIC, C2C Care Course - Monitoring What Matters Part 3:
Making Sense of the Squiggly Lines. You’ve gathered data. Now what?
Demystify data analysis and turn numbers into compelling advocacy tools.
May 21, 1-2 p.m. Image Permanence Institute, Implementing Broader
Annual Relative Humidity Ranges in High Density Storage Spaces. High-
density archival storage environments present unique opportunities for
managing relative humidity (RH) because large volumes of boxed and
bound materials absorb and release moisture slowly over time. The
hygroscopic nature and sheer volume of organic archival collections
contribute to more gradual RH change.
May 29, noon-1 p.m. Conservation Center for Art & Historic
Artifacts, Turning Assessment Recommendations Into Actions: How To
Make Practical Use Of Assessment Reports. This brief overview of
assessment processes and content will feature real-world examples with
guest speakers from organizations that have undertaken an assessment.
June 25, 1-2 p.m. Image Permanence Institute, Reducing Extreme Relative
Humidity Conditions in Historic Houses Through Passive Environmental
Management Approaches. Historic house museums often experience
extreme seasonal and short-term fluctuations in relative humidity due to
building characteristics, exposure, and limited mechanical control. This
webinar introduces passive environmental strategies through case studies
of how the Morris County Park Commission has reduced environmental
risk across historic houses and collection spaces using low-cost, data-
driven approaches.

Check out these webinar recordings from the Northeast Document
Conservation Center:

Writing Grants for Audio Preservation and Reformatting
Grant Writing for Collections Preservation
No Budget Preservation Tips

Conferences & Workshops

May 22, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. NC Preservation Consortium will host a Book
Repair Basics workshop at the Western Regional Archives in Asheville.
Gerald Ward, Head of Archives & Special Collections at High Point
University will teach repair techniques including tipping in, mending tears,
repairing hinges, and consolidating damaged corners. Registration is now
open: $50 members; $75 nonmembers.
May 27-28, American Association for State and Local History, History &
Democracy Initiative. Virtual.
July 21-23, Visitor Studies Association, 2026 Annual Conference:
Expanding Your Visitor Studies Tooklit. Kansas City, MO.
July 29-Aug. 01, Society of American Archivists 90th Annual Meeting. New
Orleans, LA.
Sept. 16-19, American Association for State and Local History and
National Council on Public History 2026 Joint Conference: Work of the
Revolution. Providence, RI. AASLH has three scholarship programs to assist
those who would like to attend the conference. The application deadline
for all scholarships is June 12.

Caitlyn-Legutko Memorial Scholarship
Small Museums Scholarship
Douglas Evelyn Diversity Fellowship

Sept. 28-30, Southeastern Museums Conference: Forged in Culture -
Focused on the Future. Winston-Salem. Early bird registration is now open
and closes July 31.
Oct. 25-27, Preservation North Carolina Conference. High Point.
Nov. 5-8, Southern Historical Association annual conference. Atlanta, GA.

Grants

The North Carolina Preservation Consortium awards grants up to $2,000
for projects related to preservation assessments and consultations,
preservation project work, environmental monitoring equipment, storage
furniture and supplies, digital and media storage, education and training,
or interpretation and accessibility. The deadline has been extended to May
15!
Covington Foundation provides grant funding for historic preservation
projects across the state of North Carolina. Deadline: August 1.
Foundation for Advancement in Conservation Community Partnership
Grants pair conservators with collections needing basic care and
rehousing. Deadline: September 15.

Rolling Deadlines:

Cannon Foundation quarterly grants fund capital improvements or
equipment projects for organizations providing historic or environmental
preservation services in North Carolina.
T-Mobile Hometown Grants fund up to $50,000 for community projects in
towns with populations under 50,000.
NC Land and Water Fund land donation mini grants provide up to $50,000
to cover costs associated with land donation and stewardship. Nonprofits
with properties where historic or cultural events occurred are eligible for
this service to conserve land in perpetuity. Next quarterly deadline: August
15.
North Carolina Preservation Consortium and the North Carolina Museums
Council Disaster Relief Grants assist collecting institutions affected by
disasters. Applicants must be institutional members of NCPC or NCMC and
must be within the de-clared North Carolina disaster areas as defined by
FEMA or the Governor of N.C.
The Dudley Flood Center Youth-Led Mini Grants (up to $500) support
youth-driven projects that promote history, civic engagement, and social
justice within their communities. These grants encourage young leaders to
develop and implement projects that address local issues by engaging in
the study of history and the principles of equity and community
empowerment. 
Society of American Archivists Foundation Opportunity Grant
program provides funding to help archival repositories seize
unexpected, time-sensitive opportunities, i.e., projects that would
otherwise be out of reach without timely external financial
support. Applicants must demonstrate they are prepared to begin and
complete the work within eight months of the award date. Applicants must
clearly describe the unplanned opportunity that gives rise to their
application and demonstrate the urgency with which it must be addressed.
The Federation of N.C. Historical Societies offers no-interest loans to
members of up to $15,000 for projects including publications and special
programs.

History Help

Museum of Natural History (now the N.C. Museum of Natural Sciences), 1950s-1960s,
Raleigh, Brimley Photo Collection, PhC.42, State Archives of N.C.

The Vermont Historical Society transformed its exhibit space into a hybrid
gallery and open-storage environment to make more of its 30,000 artifacts
accessible to the public. Using glass-fronted shelving and art-rack systems,
staff created displays that protect items while keeping them visible
and engaging for visitors. The redesign expands upon an older cabinet-of-
curiosity format with online access to object records and allows for long-term
artifact preservation. Read the article to learn more about hybrid storage-
interpretive spaces. 
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